
Tha Ministearan na h-Alba, an luchd-comhairleachaidh sònraichte agus an Rùnaire  

Maireannach fo chumhachan Achd Coiteachaidh (Alba) 2016. Faicibh www.lobbying.scot 
 

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered 

by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See www.lobbying.scot 
 

Taigh Naomh Anndrais, Rathad Regent, Dùn Èideann EH1 3DG 

St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh EH1 3DG 

www.gov.scot 
  

 

Rùnaire a’ Chaibineit airson Ionmhas 

Ceit Fhoirbheis BPA 

Cabinet Secretary for Finance 

Kate Forbes MSP 

 

T: 0300 244 4000 
E: scottish.ministers@gov.scot  

 

Dame Susan Rice DBE 
Chair, Scottish Fiscal Commission 
Governor’s House 
Regent Road 
Edinburgh 
EH1 3DE 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

01 April 2020 
 
 
Dear Dame Susan 
 
I am writing to inform you that I have had to take the decision to delay the publication of the 
Medium-Term Financial Strategy (MTFS), in light of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
At this time it is crucial that we focus on work that is absolutely business critical and required 
to keep the organisation and wider public sector focused on the most immediate priorities.  
Consequently, I have had to deprioritise a range of planned activity, including the MTFS. 
 
I know that the Commission will be facing its own staffing pressures and challenges, including 
planning for future work and carrying out its statutory functions.  My officials are already 
working with yours to offer support and information as we continue to manage the situation.   
 
In due course, the MTFS will perform a key role in providing Parliament with a medium-term 
view on the public finances. We will keep this publication date under review, as the current 
situation progresses. In the meantime, I recognise the importance of ongoing dialogue and 
engagement and have asked my officials to keep in close touch with yours to that end. 
 
I am writing separately to the Finance and Constitution Committee to advise of this position. I 
am also informing the Committee of my intention to delay the Resource Spending Review, to 
focus on what will be a challenging Scottish Budget 2021-22; and that it is now envisaged 
that the Capital Spending Review and the Infrastructure Investment Plan are likely to be 
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published after the summer recess to ensure they play their part in the recovery from the 
Covid-19 pandemic.  
 
I would like to extend my sincere thanks and good wishes to you, the commissioners and the 
staff of the Commission at this time.  

 
 

 
 
 

KATE FORBES 
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