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29 August 2023 

Dear Convener 

 

Today we have published our Forecast Evaluation Report.  

 

In this document we have evaluated our December 2021 forecast of social security payments 

used to set the 2022-23 Scottish Budget.  

 

Spending on devolved social security payments in 2022-23 was £4,193 million, £127 million or 

3 per cent higher than forecast when the Budget was set. Spending on the main disability 

payments was £116 million higher than our forecast as a result of a UK-wide increase in 

people receiving payments. We estimate that policy decisions announced by the Scottish 

Government after the Budget led to an increase in spending of around £40 million. 

 

I would be happy to answer any questions you have on our Forecast Evaluation Report and 

look forward to giving evidence to the Committee after we publish our next set of forecasts.  

 

Yours sincerely  

 

 

Professor Graeme Roy 

https://www.fiscalcommission.scot/publications/forecast-evaluation-report-august-2023/

